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REMARKS 

• t .nd e d aS a full and complete response to the final Office 
Tnis response ,s — 
Action mailed on May 19, 2004. the d . B y this response 

33 adding in^^^ 

all claims continue unamended ana w 

provided. ADDlicants submit that none of the claims 

being obvious over Schein et al. iu o 6,006.256. issued 

— ^SSS=i— — • — 

rejection. 

AppUcan* independent djsWbutlon ^ ha v,n 8 

dalmed invent, ~- d ^^ hasis added) . The combination a. the 
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»* * ! ayere f * T.SLi^.- The g-ephics region an, video 
respective portions of a single layer ^ ajddsaJffls£ 

are provided with emphasts and deemphas^n n " ' March 4 ^ 

Response and for sake of brevrty are not p ^ ^ ^ 

Schem arrangement .s not tayera y arrangemen t uSHzesscfier, 

disamedintheinsttntappllcat.on. The imagery shown in 

aah, to dispiay g-aphics imagery and vrfeo «W 

Schein represents video content, such asa P~ ^ ^ ^ 

program. "-"WOO « 

program guide. Specrfically, there Is 0!^^— — ^ is U8e d to 

* the Schein arrangement where,n a graphtes |s „„, present 

„«* the Schein patent, Am* „ ^ ^cutely, 

does not disc.o.e or suggest he laye* £». P ^ ^ 

^usetfthegraph^y^^^^ 



276236-1 



0^9/04. 15 = 30 FAX 732 530 980* , MOSER PATTERSON SHERIDAN . PTO ®™ 



Serial No. 09/359,562 
Page 4 of 7 



Furthermore, the Zdepski reference fails to bridge .he substantia flap - 
between the Schein reference and the Applicants' Invention. In particular, mtm Rna 
C^Llon, the Examiner Indicated mat Zdepski was brought In. * she* the ac*al 
°r,ayerfea tUreS - M (a* ^med, have a user selecteble ob]ect However 
S ^ repnes that the four persons of Zdeos* re ,ied upon by me ™ done* 
Rppncani k ..t^hio Fnr example FIG. 3 is an exemplary format of 

make this feature dearly d 15 tinguishable. For example. 

an AVI signa. which Is discussed in totally a. Co, 6 lines 23^4. Teachmgs of header 
I d dataftelds forvideo and audio porttons o,the *ream and header — 
fieldsforme interactive program persons are present, butthrs does 
M the spedflc organization of layers and visual impact that results as claimed ,n me 

show a stream of transmitted information and nothing more. 

Continuing wim the Examiner's offerings, FIG. 5 shows a block diagram of an 
Mm*, television system, but not the specifics of the program guide as ctame* 
OH lines 47^5 pro«de only for the prior ar, design of a trigger for centring the 
inH program This gene-aily worded passage provide for flekfs that co*n 

values for program mrt roi. bu, 3^ ^^f^^^ 
■ msmmmm ^. While the reference is generaily ,n me held <**..*£ 
^on.itdoes no. provide the level of dec*, teachings or explanations *> tat en. 
«ed ,n .he ar, couid adapt or other wise combine such teachings 
other prior art, to arrive a. .he subject invent. Tna, rs. nowhere ,n the refers 
there any teaching or suggestion that the interactive program •W«UU« 
and ajlghjcsjave*. Rather. Zdepski mereiy disposes thatthe Interacts program 

comprises data programs. ^v^^mih 
Even if the two references'could be operabiy combined, the combined would 
merely disclose providing television schedule information to a viewer, where ta 
television schedule comprises program data that allows the v,ewer to search and select 
Tn^Zctwim informal in the television scheduie. Thus, machined teach,ngs 
of slln and Zdepski are completely different from the Applicants' invent. s,nce me 



PAGE 7(10 



276286-1 

.B B »ffl^-»^M■^ ,|MI ™" ,,,n, ^ 



.7/19/.4 »^0J1LI|LJ«LIIBL-. , UOSER PATTERSON SHERIDAN ■♦ PTO 



Serial No. 09/359,562 
Page 5 of 7 



the graphics .ayer selectively P«— ^ ^raTZ X i 5 , me combined 
user selectable object .n the video layer d -4 P»«n» Q** T ^ 
ref erences fa., to .each, or even suggest ^^X ^ioed Jerences fal, 
video layers, of the Applicants' program gu.de. Therefore. 

, S ast the same reasons as d,scussed above. Apr* „ 3 and ls 

^taisnotobviousand^s^e ^ ^ ely depend 

the rejections be withdrawn. 

B . eiairnsSiandJT^ s ^ 35 „ s c 

The Examiner rejected claims 6-7 and , " . , w „ R 018 144 

§103 over Schein in view of ZdepsK, and Bionstein et ai. (U.S. Patent M«« 
!!Z January 18. 2000. hereinafter -Bionstein-,. The Applicant reaped averse 

the rejection. respeo tively depend from independent claims 1 and 
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combined teachings of Schein and Zdepski fail to teach or suggest the Applicants' 

invention as a whole . 

Furthermore, the Blonstein reference fails to bridge the substantial gap as 
between the Schein and Zdepski references, and the Applicants' invention. In 
particular, Blonstein discloses a graphical user interface (GUI) to produce a multilayered 
graphical presentation. Specifically, the Blonstein arrangement utilizes aqraphics 
processing engine to generate two graphics planes including. In one mode of operation, 
a transparent layer which exposes graphical buttons produced in a lower graphics layer. 
However, the Blonstein reference does not teach or suggest a video layer of the 
program guide, nor does it teach or suggest a video layer in which video objects are 
emphasized or deemphasized by a graphics layer of the same program guide. Rather, 
Blonstein is entirely directed towards graphics processing within the context of a 
graphical user interface, and not to a mixed video and graphics layer processing as 
claimed by the Applicants in claim 6. 

Further, as noted by the Examiner. "Schein et al. does not specifically show the 
masking and revealing an object." The Applicants agree with this, since such masking 
and revealing require a masking layer. However, to the extent that Schein shows any 
changing of opacity and emphasis of an object, such object comprises a graphics region 
object and not a video region object, and certainly not a video layer object. Moreover, 
Zdepski merely discloses combining data representing an interactive program 
associated with a television signal (see Zdepski, col. 6, lines 3-15). 

Per the Final Office Action, the Examiner offers Blonstein to show only masking 
and revealing of a lower graphics layer object using a higher graphics layer in a 
program guide. However, there is no teaching or suggestion of using a video layer, and 
certainly no teaching or suggestion of masking and revealing video layer objects of the 
program guide by a graphics layer of the very same program guide in accordance with 

the subject invention. 

Thus, the Schein, Zdepski, and Blonstein arrangements, either singly or in any 
allowable combination, fail to disclose or suggest a program guide comprising avjdeo 
[aver and a graphics layer , or the emphasis/deemphasis (or masking/revealing) of a 
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^StSU&ea using asrafibiS^ The -fences are directed to graphics 

region (Schein) or layer (Bl.ns.ein) processing onfy and do not .each 

Jimed invention. Therefore. the Applicant submit that daims 6-7 and 17-19, as they 

now stand, fully satisfy the requirements of 35 U.S.C. §103 and are patentable 

thereunder. Therefore, the Applicants respectfully request that the rejection be 

withdrawn. 

CONCLUSION 

Thus the Applicants submit that none of the claims presently In the application 
a reobvious'underthep ro visionsof3 5 U.S.C. § 103. Consequently, the Applicants 
believe that all these Cairns are presently In condition for allowance. Accordmgly both 
reconsideration of this application and its swift passage to issue are earnest* sohcrfed. 

If however, the Examiner believes that there are any unresolved issues requinng 
adverse final acflon in any of the claims now pending in the 

mat the Examiner telephone jss mS^«^^^ 5 ^^ 
that apprcpriate arrangements can be made for resolving such issues as expedihously 

as possible. 

Respectfully submitted, 




seph pggnotta, Agent 
eg. No- 39,322 



Dated:ZAjL_£La2iL 
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